TOWN OF HIGHLAND BEACH
Manager’s Minute – February 2020
INTRODUCTION

BOARD VACANCIES

National Nutrition Month celebrated each year during March,
focuses on the importance of making informed food choices
and developing sound eating and physical activity habits. Good
nutrition doesnt have to be restrictive or overwhelming. Small
goals and changes can have a cumulative healthful effect, and
every little bit (or bite) of nutrition is a step in the right
direction.
For
more
information
visit,
https://www.eatright.org/food/resources/national-nutritionmonth.

The Town Commission welcomes
and encourages residents to get
involved by attending meetings
and participating in Town Boards.
All interested residents can
download
a
Talent
Bank
Application from the Town’s
website at www.highlandbeach.us
or pick up an application in the
Clerk’s Office at Town Hall.
Current Vacancies:
Board of Adjustments & Appeals
Code Enforcement Board

Financial Advisory Board

Upcoming Events:
March 3, 2020 - Town Commission Regular
Meeting
March 17, 2020 – Primary Election
March 21, 2020 – Spring Fling Community
Event
March 24, 2020 – Town Commission Special
Meeting/Swearing-In Ceremony
Check meeting updates on our website
http://highlandbeach.us/media-archivesminutes/

On February 2020, St.
Lucy’s Church drew
together more than its
usual
congregation,
when Place of Hope held
its annual Illumination
Awards and luncheon to
honor exceptional persons who help the nonprofit fight Human
Trafficking. Father D. Brian Horgan offered the Church Hall to
host dignitaries and supporters. Below left to right, Highland
Beach Police Chief Craig Hartmann, Father Martin Convey
from County Mayo, Ireland, me, Charles Bender of Place of
Hope and County Commissioner Robert S Weinroth.
Also, in attendance, County Commissioner Melissa McKinlay,
who was honored for her dedication to the issue. Already, 48
human traffickers have
been arrested in Palm
Beach County, much due
to vigilant law
enforcement and
increasing awareness.
The Place of Hope is
based in Boca Raton and
services trafficking
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victims. It’s award-winning video “Invisible” is educating many people,
and the County is only one of three in the U.S. to receive federal grants
to fight the evil efforts of traffickers. Also attending: Boca Raton
Councilman Jeremy Rodgers.
St. Lucy’s Knights of Columbus Dinner for the community, with Italian
favorites and dance music provided by Ana amazing trio. Left to right,
residents: organizer Dominic Conte, vocalist Carlos Manuel Santana,
soprano vocalist Josephine Dolce, and keyboards musician Dino
DeMarco. Doris’ Italian Market catered the delicious three-course meal to a sold-out crowd of about
350 Italians and Italians-for-the-Evening!
Based upon recent discussions within the community, the
Commission and Town Manager reiterate there is a zerotolerance policy for those that make hate filled comments that
are anti-sematic, racist and discriminatory. At the March 3rd
Commission meeting, the Commission will be voting on a
proposed resolution denouncing all acts of anti-Semitism and
hateful expressions of intolerance against those targeted for
their differences and calling upon organizations to do the same.
COMMISSION ACTIONS
Below are actions recently taken by the Town Commission:
•

Parking Ordinance:
Revises and modifies the current parking regulations. The revisions and modifications do not
affect the Construction Handbook. Second reading and final reading is scheduled for March
3rd.

•

Marine Facilities
Evaluates the review and approval process for seawalls, docks, boatlifts and bulkheads (all
marine facilities).

You may request a copy of the above-mentioned ordinances and resolutions from the
Town Clerk’s Office or visit the Town’s website.
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Upcoming Town Commission Items:
•

Accessory Structures:
Addresses the process in which vacant lots with docks following demolition of the principal
structure are handled. Tabled by the Planning board until further information can be gathered
to be again presented to the Planning board.

• Right of way Ordinance:
Updates code to specifically address how improvements made within row will require a review
and approval by the Town. To ensure minimize obstructions and road way drainage.
• Anti-Semitism/Diversity Resolution
Denounces all acts of anti-Semitism and hateful expressions of intolerance against those
targeted for their differences and calling upon organizations to do the same.
DID YOU KNOW?
The Town of Highland Beach is committed to taking the necessary steps to ensure the Town is
environmentally conscious. During the budget process last year, which appropriated funds for this fiscal
year, the Commission approved the purchase of the first Hybrid vehicle for the Town’s Police
Department. The finishing touches are being completed to the vehicle and within the next few months
you should see the new vehicle on the streets. The basic principle with hybrid vehicles is that the
different motors work better at different speeds; the electric motor is more efficient at producing
torque, or turning power, and the combustion engine is better for maintaining high speed (better than
typical electric motor). Switching from between the two at the proper time while speeding up yields a
win-win in terms of energy efficiency, as such that translates into greater fuel efficiency. Additionally,
the Public Works Department installed motion activated light actuators ensuring lights are only on
when needed.
The Town Commission and Natural Resources Preservation Board had lengthy discussions at previous
meetings regarding the steps that residents can take to be eco-friendly and protect the environment. If
you are interested in learning what you can do, please stop by the table of the Natural Resources
Preservation Board and/or Community Greening at the upcoming Spring Fling Community Event on
Saturday, March 21, 2020 from 11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M in the Town Hall parking lot.
HIGHLAND BEACH LIBRARY – CHILDREN PROGRAMS
Calling all kids and parents! Come meet Miss Leah, our new Children’s Library Assistant. The library’s
children’s programs are starting back up in March, with a new schedule:
Small Fry Story Time plus Crafts
Ages 4 and up
3614 South Ocean Boulevard, Highland Beach, FL 33487
Phone: (561) 278-4548
Website: www.highlandbeach.us

Tuesdays from 4:00 to 5:00
Create a love of reading with stories that captivate the imagination followed by crafts that encourage
originality and help develop fine motor skills.
Baby Bookworm Story Time
Ages 1-3
Wednesdays from 10:30 to 11:15
Introducing stories that open windows to the world along with songs and skill building crafts.
Bookworm Story Time
Ages 1-5
Saturdays from 10:00 to 10:30
Enjoy noteworthy classics and contemporary stories.
UPCOMING CULTURAL EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY
Mar 5 at 5 pm
Art Exhibit Opening Reception
Mar 12 at 2 pm
Lecture: Resident Channe Fodeman presents “Respite, Refresh, Renew: Self-Care for Caregivers”
Mar 12 at 5 pm
Concert: Carlos Manuel Santana (songs to warm your heart)
Mar 19 at 2 pm
Lecture: Resident Judy Herman presents “Braintertainment,” a fun program of tips and tricks to
improve your memory
Mar 19 at 5 pm
Concert: Lyric Chamber Symphony (Elgar, Bach, Rachmaninoff and more)
These programs are generously sponsored by the Friends of the Highland Beach Library
OPERATIONS AND PROJECTS
Census 2020: April 1st is Census Day. It is
extremely important that all the residents in
Highland Beach are counted. This is a once
in 10-year opportunity for Highland Beach
to have an accurate count of our residents.
Questionnaires will be mailed beginning
March 12th. This year is the first-year
responses are encouraged to be made
online. You can respond using your
computer, smartphone or tablet. For those that may have trouble accessing the internet or require
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assistance the Town’s Library will host a Census Response Night on March 25, 2020 from 3:00 P.M. –
7:00 P.M. For more information about the event please contact Town Hall at (561) 278-4548. You may
also visit the Census website at www.2020census.gov.
New Website: The Town is excited to announce we have a new, updated and improved website. The
new website is mobile friendly and allows for easier navigation while improving the visual aesthetics.
Other features include enhanced imagery, improved user interface, an alert center, and better
organization of content. Now that we have the foundation of the website, in the upcoming months you
will see more improvements and updates. There will be more information made available to the public
for ease of access and improved transparency. If you have not already, please visit the new site at
www.highlandbeach.us.
Employment Opportunities: Are you interested in becoming a poll worker? Ms. Wendy Sartory Link,
Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections is currently looking for election day poll workers. On
Election Day, over 4,000 election workers are needed at the precincts in Palm Beach County. If you
would like to be a Poll Worker for Palm Beach County please visit www.pbcelections.org or contact the
Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections office at (561) 656-6200.
Are you interested in working for the US 2020 Census? See the flyer on the last page of this newsletter
for more information. If you should have any questions or need assistance applying please contact
resident Ms. Jacqueline Frost at (954) 242-3235 or jmfrost1@bellsouth.net.
Employee Spotlight: We would like to highlight two employees this month, Leah Ladner and Jeff
Remas. Leah and Jeff have been with the Town for some time but both have recently expanded their
roles. When you see either of them around Town, please take a moment to introduce yourself and
congratulate them on their new roles.
Leah Ladner, Library Assistant, joined the Library team in October and is expanding her role to include
children’s services. She grew up in Delray Beach and, in high school, danced with the Atlantic High
School Eagle-ettes. She studied chemistry at Bard College in New York, and taught English to
kindergarten and elementary students in Seoul, South Korea. Leah is excited to start a new chapter at
the library and again share her love of books, arts, and science with kids.
Jeff Remas, Building Code Official, is an experienced Building Official that has worked with
municipalities in Florida and Pennsylvania to administer and enforce state building codes. Jeff’s
reputation is that of a knowledgeable, fair, and consistent Building Official, Inspector and Plans
Examiner with exceptional communication skills. Jeff has 23 certifications through the International
Code Council and brings over 30 years of combined experience in construction, as well as building code
enforcement. Jeff owned and operated Advance Code Group, a third-party inspection agency located
in Pennsylvania that serviced over 30 municipalities. He has handled plan review and inspections for
construction projects of all sizes ranging from a bathroom remodel, to a new high-rise hotel attached
to a casino, to a factory that makes explosives. Jeff has advanced floodplain training from FEMA and
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has experience in handling the aftermath of a 500-year flood event for 2 municipalities in which he was
the Building Official. After graduating from high school, Jeff went on to serve in the United States
Marine Corps as an avionics technician, working on aircraft where he received an honorable discharge
after 6 years of service. Jeff also worked as an aircraft electrician in the Air Force Reserves for 3 years,
where he also received an honorable discharge. In his spare time, Jeff loves photography and recently
hung up his ice skates after 20 years as a hockey official.
Current Requests for Proposals Updates: The Town received two (2) proposals in response to the RFP
for Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) System. The evaluation and selection committee process has
commenced. There will be a selection committee meeting on March 4, 2020 at 10:00 AM, which is open
to the public. At this time, the selection committee will discuss the proposals received and provide a
recommendation to the Town Commission for their approval. The Town received one (1) bid in
response to the Scada Programming and a recommendation will be presented to the Town Commission
for their approval at the March 3rd Commission meeting. The Town received two (2) bids for the
Crosswalk enhancement project, that are higher than expected and the Town Manager is exploring
options to discuss with the Town Commission at the March 3rd Commission meeting, on how to move
forward. Additionally, there are two (2) RFP’s that will close in the second week of March. Public bid
openings will be held on the days and times scheduled for the bids to close. Please visit
http://highlandbeach.us/highland-beach-procurement/ for more information.
Police Department Update:
“Safe Place”
This is reminder that the Highland Beach Police Department is offering our
residents the opportunity of using the front parking lot of the Police
Department as a “Safe Place” to exchange goods bought and sold online from
websites such as OfferUp, Craigslist and Ebay. Residents who are purchasing
or selling something to a stranger online can meet in front of the police
department to conduct their business. This area has recorded video
surveillance. For residents who feel they need to, they could also use our police department lobby when
it is open which is Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Conducting business with strangers
in these environments will help ensure your transactions occur safely. If you need any information
regarding online transactions, please contact us at 266-5800.
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St Lucy’s Woman’s Club hosts Personal Safety Class
For their September meeting last year, the St. Lucy Woman’s Club invited the Highland Beach Police
Chief to speak to the group. Information was shared at the meeting about the Police Department and
about the public safety service for the Town. During a question and answer session, a Club member
commented on a safety and self-defense class given by the Delray Beach Police Department that a family
member attended and was so impressed with and some in attendance inquired if a similar presentation
could be provided for a future meeting.
With some coordination, a training presentation was
arranged for the Club and in February Lieutenant Nicole
Guerriero of the Delray Beach Police Department gave a
Personal Safety Training Class held at the St. Lucy Parrish
Hall. The informative class presented to the Womens Club
identified how to be more aware of your surroundings, tips
and insight into how to avoid being a victim and how to
protect and defend yourself if need be. Instruction and
demonstrations were provided, and Club members had the
opportunity to participate and interact with instructors and
apply new tactics and techniques they just learned.
Kudos and thank you to an awesome group of Ladies for providing this opportunity for our Police to
share information and interact with the St. Lucy Woman’s’ Club!
Public Works Update: Crosswalk flags have recently been
installed at Highland Beach Club, Toscana, and Delray
Sands. In the next few weeks the Public Works Department
will install crosswalk flags at the crosswalk in front of
Seagate and Ambassadors Condominium’s. Additionally, to
honor late Mayor Carl Feldman, a memorial plaque has
been placed on the bench near Seagate Condominium.
Code Enforcement Tip of the Month:
As many of you know, March 1st marks the beginning of Turtle Nesting season. This is the time of
year when the mature sea turtle makes its way to the beach shore and lays its eggs into a nest under
the sand for an incubation period of several months when the eggs eventually hatch and the young
baby turtles find their way back to the sea. This process is fraught with many challenges from nature,
but many from mankind as well. Some of the greatest impacts’ humans can have on these nests and
young turtles are trampling of the buried nests and artificial light from homes and buildings which the
newborn turtles are attracted to, thinking it is the moonlight leading them back to sea. These
difficulties, along with habitat loss, poaching and climate change have caused most sea turtles to be
placed on the endangered species list.
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To mitigate these issues, the State of Florida and the Town of Highland Beach, have
implemented laws and ordinances to protect the sea turtles and help regrow their population. One
prevention step is to limit the amount and type of artificial light exposed to the beach shore at night.
All condominiums, single family homes and commercial properties in the Town of Highland beach are
required to have “Turtle Safe” lighting installed at all points visible from the beach. This will
minimize confusion for the young hatchlings so they can safely make their way out to the sea.
Please be aware it is illegal to harass, harm or kill any turtle or it’s eggs or nest. Research
centers like the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center in Boca Raton identify new turtle nests during the
season and protect the area so that the nests are not unintentionally destroyed by beachgoers or
maintenance vehicles. If you are aware of a turtle nest which has not been identified or barriers that
have been compromised, or if you have found a sick or injured turtle, you can call the Florida Fish &
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) at 1-888-404-FWCC or Barbara Blanid James, Town of
Highland Beach Sea Turtle Permit Holder at 561-289-1109.
These laws, in addition to other environmental protection efforts, have proven very effective in
rejuvenating the turtle population that visits our beaches every year. In fact, last year was a recordbreaking year of turtle nesting sites for many of the organizations that monitor turtle population, such
as Gumbo Limbo, which counted over 1,300 nests last season. If you have questions about Turtle
lighting, nest protection or any other concern about our beaches please call the Town of Highland
Beach Code Compliance Department at 561-278-4540.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT UPDATES
Properties Under Construction
•

4206 Intracoastal Drive – Demolition and new single-family construction

•

2352 South Ocean Blvd – New single-family construction

•

4015 South Ocean Blvd – Demolition and new single-family construction

•
•

4215 South Ocean Blvd – Seawall construction
4513 South Ocean Blvd – Demolition

•

4403 Intracoastal Drive – New single-family construction

•

4410 Tranquility Drive – New single-family construction

•

4005 South Ocean Blvd – New single-family construction

Properties Soon to be Constructed
•

1100 Highland Beach Drive – Future seawall construction to be approved by the Town
Commission

•

4513 South Ocean Blvd – Single-family demolition and duplex construction

•

2727 South Ocean Blvd – Dock and boat lift

•
•

4200 South Ocean Blvd – Reconstruct 4 units to 3
2352 South Ocean Blvd – Pool, deck, dock and seawall
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•

4205 Intracoastal Drive –New single-family construction

•

2475 South Ocean Blvd – New Single-family construction

•

11 Ocean Place – New roof terrace on existing rear covered patio

If you have any questions, concerns or issues, you may contact Terisha Cuebas,
Assistant to the Town Manager to schedule an appointment with Town Manager
Labadie.
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