BOARD VACANCIES
The
Town
Commission
welcomes
and
encourages
residents to get involved by
attending
meetings
and
participating in Town Boards.
All interested residents can
download a Talent Bank
Application or pick up an
application in the Clerk’s Office
at Town Hall.
Current Vacancies:
Board of Adjustments &
Appeals
Charter Review Board
Financial Advisory Board
Natural Resources Preservation
Advisory Board
Planning Board

Upcoming Events:
April 6, 2021 – Town Commission Meeting
April 20, 2021 – Town Commission Meeting
April 22, 2021 – Financial Advisory Board
Meeting
April 27, 2021 – Code Enforcement Board
Meeting
May 4, 2021 – Town Commission Meeting
May 6, 2021 – Financial Advisory Board
Organizational Meeting
May 13, 2021 – Planning Board Meeting
May 18, 2021 – Town Commission Meeting
May 31, 2021 – Town Hall Closed in
Observation of Memorial Day

TOWN OF
HIGHLAND
BEACH
Manager’s Minute – April 2021
INTRODUCTION
As we kick-off the first full month of spring celebrating Passover
and Easter, we find ourselves still coping and living with the
impacts of the COVID -19 pandemic. The good news is that
vaccine availability and the vaccination rates are increasing and
recent statistical pandemic figures such as hospitalizations and
total positivity rates are improving. These are good signs yet
we must remain mindful that the virus is still spreading and we
are keeping an eye of the emergence of more contagious
COVID-19 variants. As such, we must remain vigilant in
wearing masks, social distancing and handwashing until a
much greater number of people are vaccinated.
For the latest COVID-19 information please
https://highlandbeach.us/covid-19-information/.

visit

IMPORTANT UPDATE -- FIRE DEPARTMENT
FEASIBILITY STUDY: The Commission has been actively
reviewing and discussing the findings of the 2021 Fire
Department Feasibility Study prepared by the Matrix
Consulting Group.
Based on the study’s findings, the
Commission is evaluating three fire service options. The
options are: (1) Maintain the existing contractual relationship
with the City of Delray Beach contingent upon contract changes
that reduce service costs, (2) Creation of a Highland Beach
municipal fire department with a possible public safety
structure or (3) Creation of a “Hybrid” municipal fire
department with fire services provided by town staff and
privatization of EMS services.
The rationale for actively exploring the aforementioned options
is financial not service related. The study findings reveal
potential, and significant, cost savings under the options
detailed within the study. I encourage residents to read the Fire
Department Feasibility Study and watch the Town Commission
meetings.
I want to assure residents that the Commission and staff are
taking the evaluation of the study and its applied outcomes from
action very seriously while maintaining our focus on public
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safety and the long-term financial stability of the town. All decisions will incorporate the input from
our service partners and stakeholders, guidance from fire service professionals and the in-depth
research and review by the Commission and staff. Again, I stress with the utmost sincerity that any
decision will be made with absolute concern for the safety of our residents.

TOWN COMMISSION UPDATES
The Town Commission has been working hard over the past month on the following topics:
Professional Service Agreement Extension for four (4) engineering firms: On March 2, 2021, the Town
Commission approved the first of three one (1) year renewals with its four existing consulting
engineering firms pursuant to the terms of the agreements.
Professional Service Agreement Extension with IT Consultant: At the March 16, 2021 Commission
meeting, the Commission approved a continued contract with our current vendor for IT related
services.
Amendment to Construction Site Management Handbook: At the March 16, 2021 Commission meeting,
the Commission approved a resolution that amends the construction site management handbook to
reflect the modified hours of construction, which was changed previously by ordinance.
Interlocal Agreement with Solid Waste Authority (SWA): During last legislative session, the Governor
signed CS/House Bill 73, Environmental Regulation, adding a new subsection 22 to 403.706, F.S. that
impacts residential recycling collection processing. The Solid Waste Authority (SWA) is the entity
responsible for providing the county-wide recycling program, achieving the state-mandated recycling
goals, and operating the Recovered Materials Processing Facility. In 2009, the Town signed an
Interlocal Agreement (ILA) with SWA with regard to the county-wide recycling program. The current
ILA was revised to meet the new statutory requirements. The Commission approved the revised ILA at
the March 16, 2021 Commission meeting.
Charter Review: At its January 5, 2021 meeting, Town Commission expressed its desire to commence
a discussion of the Charter Review Process. Section 11.01 of the Town Charter provides for the Town
Commission to appoint a Charter Review Board every ten (10) years to review the Charter. The Charter
Review Board once appointed would review Part 1 – Charter of the Town Code of Ordinances and
recommend any changes (amendments) to the Town Commission. The Town Commission may accept,
deny or modify any recommended amendments by the Charter Review Board at the conclusion of their
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review process. Additionally, the Town Commission can approve any desired amendments not
recommended by the Charter Review Board.
Individuals interested in serving on the Charter Review Board must be domiciled within the corporate
limits and a qualified, registered elector of the Town of Highland Beach, State of Florida. The individual
shall be civic minded with an understanding of the Town's operations, municipal government, and local
ordinances. Individuals shall be available to serve on the Board from May through August of 2021.
Residents interested in serving on the Charter Review Committee can submit a Board Application to
the Highland Beach Town Clerk's Office.
Board Applications are available online at
https://highlandbeach.us/advisory-boards-committees or the Town Clerk’s Office at 3614 South Ocean
Boulevard, Highland Beach, Florida 33487.
To view current and past meetings, please visit the Town’s YouTube page.
CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE- FINANCE DEPARTMENT
Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) has awarded the
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting to Town of Highland Beach for its
comprehensive annual financial report for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2019.
The report has been judged by an impartial panel to meet the high standards of the program, which
includes demonstrating a constructive "spirit of full disclosure" to clearly communicate its financial
story and motivate potential users and user groups to read the report.
The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental
accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a
government and its management.
To download a copy of the press release, click here.
COMMISSIONER GOSSETT-SEIDMAN VISITS TALLAHASSEE
On a recent trip to Tallahassee, Commissioner Gossett-Seidman had the opportunity to meet Governor
DeSantis and Speaker of the House Sprowls. She thanked them on behalf of Highland Beach, for their
leadership and hard work, plus consideration for our Town Representative Caruso’s appropriations
bills.
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE FLORIDA ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Stop Tax Identity Theft in its Tracks
Consider the following tips to help prevent tax identity theft:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Be wary of a tax preparer that guarantees a larger refund than other
preparers;
Remember that the IRS does not initiate contact with taxpayers via email, text message, or
social media. Only in rare circumstances will the IRS call; however, they will always send a
letter first;
File tax returns as soon as possible to prevent a scammer from fraudulently doing so first;
When filing a tax return electronically, use a secure internet connection. Do not use nonsecure, publicly available Wi-Fi hotspots like those at hotels and coﬀee shops;
When filing via a paper tax return, mail it directly from the post office, not from home;
Sign up for an Identity Protection PIN from the IRS. Should someone attempt to file a
fraudulent return of a taxpayer enrolled in the IP PIN program, the return will be rejected or
delayed until the taxpayer confirms their identity. Get an IRS IP PIN at IRS.gov/GetAnIPPIN;
and
Never provide a Social Security number or IRS IP PIN in response to an unsolicited call or
message.
Recover from Identity Theft

•
•
•

Anyone who falls victim to tax identity theft should complete the IRS Form 14039, Identity
Theft Aﬃdavit, at IRS.gov and attach it to the year’s tax return.
Taxpayers should also check their credit reports at AnnualCreditReport.com to ensure no
fraudulent accounts have been opened with their information.
Additionally, anyone who encounters identity theft should file a complaint with the Florida
Attorney General’s Oﬃce at MyFloridaLegal.com or at 1-866-9-NO-SCAM (1-866-966-7226).

PUBLIC NOTICE: FP&L POLE HARDENING PROJECT
Florida Power & Light (FP&L) and Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) have commenced a
pole hardening project beginning at Linton Blvd. continuing south to 2901 South Ocean Blvd.
Hardening means that FP&L is installing new power poles that will be able to withstand major
hurricane-force winds. In addition to being more storm resilient, hardened power lines perform 40
percent better in day-to-day operations than those power lines that are not hardened, which means
fewer outages experienced by customers.
During the duration of the project there will be disruptions to traffic on SR A1A.
Please expect delays when leaving Town, going north.
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HIGHLAND BEACH SALUTES OUR VETERANS – WRITTEN BY COMMISSIONER SHOEMAKER
The Captivating Story of a WW II Hero
In a continuing effort to recognize “Highland Beach Heroes,” this story
features 95-year-old Martin Sylvester, a resident in the Boca Highland
Condominium community, who enjoys life with Maris Elman. Mr.
Sylvester’s heroic story began in 1943 when he joined the U.S. Army at
age 18. In his “A Memoir by Martin Sylvester, The War Years: June 1943 December 1945,” he wrote about his harrowing war tale in hopes that his
family and others “will never have to experience the horrors of war.”
Being in the U.S. Army was not easy for Mr. Sylvester as he was thrusted
into a world of hard Army training, which consisted of 20-mile hikes with
full field packs and more. Mr. Sylvester took on this new challenge in
exhibiting his prowess in marksmanship by means of an M1 rifle. Mr.
Sylvester was also shipped out to England where the training became
more rigorous. His days spent in England were extremely monotonous. Nonetheless, on one early
morning, at approximately 2:00 A.M, his unit was awakened and taken to the waterfront to board a
landing craft. The unit had no idea where the landing craft was transporting them and fought against
nausea in the rough sea.
Finally, on June 6, 1944, when the landing craft ramp dropped, Mr. Sylvester and the men rushed
onto Utah Beach in Normandy France. Moving fast off the beach into the countryside, Mr. Sylvester’s
4th Infantry Division Force marched for miles, racing to move inland and continually pushing the
Germans back. Months passed with non-stop battling. For soldiers on both sides, there were major
battles that in the fog of war created confusing and difficult situations. One of the great battles was in
the “Hurtgen Forest.” War buffs know the fighting was fierce, attacks were followed by
counterattacks, battle lines changed constantly with massive artillery and there were tank attacks
supported by the infantry on both sides. An estimated 50,000 Americans were killed or wounded in
the battles.
Mr. Sylvester was a line infantry soldier who worked his way forward
from foxhole to bunkers to buildings in one village after another.
Thereafter, winter brought snow and freezing rain and the area was
pock-marked with tank traps, pillboxes, and minefields. It was
December 16, 1944 and the beginning of the infamous “Battle of the
Bulge.” The artillery barrages were like steel rain and hundreds of tanks
and thousands of soldiers were attacked on both sides. Battle lines were
broken and chaos ensued. Soon after, Mr. Sylvester’s unit was
surrounded by Germans. Simultaneously, a sniper shot Mr. Sylvester in
his left ankle. The unit seeking refuge in a building, were overcome and
captured by Germans. Because of Mr. Sylvester’s Jewish nationality,
prior to capture, he tried to rid himself of all identifications on his
person.
After being capture Mr. Sylvester was led to a column of other POWs
and began a march deep behind the lines. While marching on a curve in
the road, when sentries were not watching, Mr. Sylvester dropped off
into the bushes and escaped by crawling and running through woods
and war debris. Days after his escaped, he sought refuge in a barn where he fell asleep. Unfortunately,
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a woman came into the barn, saw Mr. Sylvester sleeping and informed German soldiers of his location
and he was captured a second time.
Wounded by the gun shot he received to his left ankle; Mr. Sylvester’s
foot become infected causing him pain. Needing serious medical
attention, Mr. Sylvester knew he had to get back to the American lines.
In becoming desperate with little to eat, Mr. Sylvester was transported
by train with other POWs to avoid being killed by American fighter
plane strafing trains. While marching alongside another road using
the same tactic as before, Mr. Sylvester dropped off in the woods. For
days, he evaded capture. However, once again, local German partisans
and some old soldiers from WW I saw him hiding in a village and
turned him over to the German Army – he was captured a third time.
He was now deep in German territory. Days later, at another
opportune time while marching with a hundred or more other POWs,
Mr. Sylvester incredibly escaped a third time by using the same escape
method!
While attempting to avoid booby traps and German soldiers, for days, Mr. Sylvester wander alone
without a map, scrounged for food, and drank water from puddles. Cold and completely exhausted,
Mr. Sylvester entered a house looking for a place to rest. As luck would have it, a German family
locked him in their basement, which hours earlier had been used as a German SS Headquarter. The
family’s intent was to use him as a bargaining chip with whoever showed up at their home first. Mr.
Sylvester was finally saved by advancing Americans and taken to safety.
Mr. Sylvester, who at that time weighed about 80 lbs., was told by a doctor that his ankle was
gangrenous and if he did not get attention to it within a couple of weeks, he would lose his foot and
that another week or two without medical attention, he would have died. How fortunate he was in this
situation! He was also covered with lice and fleas, had typhoid fever and suffering from dehydration.
He received penicillin treatments for the conditions, which ultimately saved his life. After months in
the hospitals, Mr. Sylvester returned to the States and worked his remaining time in the Army as a
military policeman.
Mr. Sylvester grew up in Brooklyn, NY. In 2000, he retired from his private practice as a
Psychotherapy, Psychoanalysis, and Group Analysis. He was on the faculty of the Post-Graduate
Center for Mental Health and was an Associate Professor at the NY University Graduate School of
Social Work and a founder of The NY Counseling and Guidance Service.
After graduating with his degrees, he worked a demanding career for 34
years following a minute-by-minute weekday schedule, from 8:00 A.M. to
10:00 P.M. He has two sons, three grandchildren, and four greatgrandchildren.
Mr. Sylvester survived a World War from the beaches of Normandy to the
historic Battle of the Bulge that required him to keep a positive focus on
his survival. Even though he was captured and escaped three times, his
perseverance saved his life! When asked about what is still on his mind
about the War and about what comments he would give to readers of the
article? Without hesitation, Mr. Sylvester exclaimed, “avoid war at all
costs!” He stated that “most people cannot imagine the destruction to the
human body when shot or blown apart by shrapnel. The pain and suffering
are unforgettable.
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Today, Mr. Sylvester is truly enjoying retirement. He is “captivated” by the town’s beautiful
landscaping, the ocean, the Intracoastal, and the gorgeous homes in the town. Mr. Sylvester and
Maris agrees that having come from NY City and Long Island that Highland Beach is safe and has
nearly no crimes.” It is perfect for them.
Mr. Sylvester has certainly paid his dues and can enjoy the views, the walks on A1A, the serenity of the
town and lectures that he and Maris attend at Florida Atlantic University (FAU). Mr. Sylvester has
received his wish to sleep in until 8:00 A.M. daily. Mr. Sylvester is a kind and gentle man who
certainly deserves a “sharp salute!”
SAFETY TIP FROM THE BUILDING CODE OFFICIAL
Where should I have smoke detectors?
None of us like to hear the beeping of a smoke detector/alarm telling us
the backup battery is low and needs to be changed. The importance of
smoke detectors/alarms clearly outweighs the inconvenience of
listening to the beeping and changing the backup batteries. If you want
to be proactive, I recommend changing your smoke alarm batteries twice
a year, the same time you adjust your clocks for daylight saving
time. Let’s discuss where smoke alarms should be located per the
Florida Building Code.
Smoke alarms shall be installed in the following locations:
1. In each sleeping room.
2. Outside each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms.
3. On each additional story of the dwelling, including basements and habitable attics and
not including crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics. In dwelling units with split levels and
without an intervening door between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm installed on the
upper level shall suffice for the lower level provided that the lower level is less than one full
story below the upper level.
4. Smoke alarms shall be installed not less than 3 feet horizontally from the door or
opening of a bathroom that contains a bathtub or shower unless this would prevent the
placement of a required smoke alarm. (this is a design issue)
Smoke alarms shall not be installed in the following locations unless this would prevent placement of
a smoke alarm in a location required.
1. Ionization smoke alarms shall not be installed less than 20 feet (6096 mm) horizontally
from a permanently installed cooking appliance.
2. Ionization smoke alarms with an alarm-silencing switch shall not be installed less than
10 feet (3048 mm) horizontally from a permanently installed cooking appliance.
3. Photoelectric smoke alarms shall not be installed less than 6 feet (1828 mm)
horizontally from a permanently installed cooking appliance.
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If you have any fuel burning appliances inside of your home, you will need to have combination
smoke alarm/carbon monoxide detectors. I hope you find this information helpful.
STAY INFORMED
In order to stay up to date on Town business, updates and what may be happening in the Town, please
provide your email address to Terisha Cuebas at tcuebas@highlandbeach.us. If you are unable to send
an email please do not hesitate to come to Town Hall to provide your email or call (561) 278-4548. (It
is important to note that all records of the Town are public including the emails list.)
LIBRARY UPDATE
The library has increased the number of residents allowed in the building during each 30-minute
appointment time slot. Call 561-278-5455 to schedule a visit. Please note that safety protocols are still
in effect:
• Patrons are required to wear a mask and social
distance.
• Restrooms are not available to the public.
• All activities, meetings, and events remain cancelled
until further notice.
During your appointment, view our new poster exhibit,
“Picturing Women Inventors,” organized by the Smithsonian
Institution Traveling Exhibition Service.
If you aren’t quite ready to visit us in person, you can enjoy
the library from home with our virtual offerings. Watch a
three-part jazz concert by Mervyn Johnston, tour our latest
art exhibit, or join a children’s story time with Miss Leah. And
don’t forget that on-demand service is still available! To pick
up items you’ve reserved online or by phone, just knock on
the door any time between 10:00 am – 4:30 pm Monday
through Friday or 9:00 am – 1:00 pm on Saturdays.
OPERATIONS AND PROJECTS
Earlier in the month, a few of the Town’s generous
residents secured a snow cone truck for Town staff, to
show their appreciation. Over this past year, Town staff
have made sure to provide residents with outstanding
service, despite these trying times and it is always great
when their hard work is recognized.
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“Code Tip of the Month” – Work Requiring Permits:
Spring is a busy time in the Town of Highland beach for construction to begin on homes as some
residents travel back up north and leave contractors to get to work on renovations and improvements
so they can be enjoyed when fall and winter roll back around. It is important to be aware of who you
hire to perform this work as, unfortunately, South Florida is notorious for unlicensed “contractors” who
take advantage of unwitting customers who are not familiar with the process required for permitting
such work.
If you are having work performed on your property in the scope of anything more than painting, carpet
or other minor repairs, it is required that you and/or your contractor apply for and obtain the proper
permits from the Town before the work begins. Permits protect you as a homeowner from illegal
contractors and from sub-par workmanship. When permits are issued for electrical, plumbing,
mechanical or structural projects, the homeowner can be assured that the work will be inspected and
will not be approved until it meets all current quality standards.
Although it is typically the Contractor’s responsibility to file for the permit, the ultimate responsibility
falls on the homeowner to verify that all permits are issued before work begins or fines can be levied
against the property. Verify that the person you plan to hire is properly licensed and insured to perform
work in the county and ask to see proof of permit before work begins.
If you have questions about the permitting process or would like to know what type of work requires or
does not require a permit, please contact the Code Compliance Department at 561-637-2035.
BUILDING/PLANNING DEPARTMENT UPDATES
The Town of Highland Beach Building Department (March 2021):
• Issued 153 permits; and,
• Conducted 376 inspections; and,
• Received 13 new code enforcement complaints/requests; and,
• Opened 11 new code enforcement cases & closed 9 cases (currently there are 24 open code
enforcement cases).
• 2 non-compliance cases with pending hearings.
• 0 Code Board hearings in March.
Properties Under Construction
•
4205 Intracoastal Drive – New single-family construction, dock, seawall, boat lift
•
2352 South Ocean Blvd – New single-family construction, pool, deck, dock and seawall
•
4513 South Ocean Blvd – New construction, two units
•
4403 Intracoastal Drive – New single-family construction
•
4410 Tranquility Drive – New single-family construction, dock, seawall cap, two seawall
returns
•
4005 South Ocean Blvd – New single-family construction
•
2475 South Ocean Blvd – New Single-family construction
•
4200 South Ocean Blvd – Reconstruct 4 units to 3 units
•
4318 South Ocean Blvd – Boat lift
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Properties Soon to be Constructed
•
1100 B Highland Beach Drive – New seawall, seawall cap and concrete dock
•
4206 Intracoastal Drive –New single-family construction
•
3833 South Ocean Blvd – Boat Lifts (2) and mooring pile clusters (2)
If you have any questions, concerns or issues, you may contact Terisha Cuebas,
Assistant to Town Manager to schedule an appointment with Town Manager Labadie.
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TOWN OF HIGHLAND BEACH COMMISSION
Mayor Douglas Hillman
Email: dhillman@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 702-3389

Vice Mayor Natasha Moore
Email: nmoore@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 702-2650

Commissioner Peggy Gossett-Seidman
Email: pseidman@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 702-8599

Commissioner Evalyn David
Email: edavid@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 414-6109

Commissioner John Shoemaker
Email: jshoemaker@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 859-2686
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