BOARD VACANCIES
The
Town
Commission
welcomes
and
encourages
residents to get involved by
attending
meetings
and
participating in Town Boards.
All interested residents can
download a Talent Bank
Application or pick up an
application in the Clerk’s Office
at Town Hall.
Current Vacancies:
Board of Adjustments &
Appeals
Financial Advisory Board
Natural Resources Preservation
Advisory Board
Planning Board

TOWN OF
HIGHLAND
BEACH
Manager’s Minute – May 2021
INTRODUCTION
Starting last month, the Town began sending the monthly
Manager’s Minute to all property owners in Highland Beach in
an effort to improve communications with residents. We want
to keep you informed on Town Commission affairs, town
operations, special projects, and emerging issues that affect us
locally. Traditionally, we have sent the Manager’s Minute to
our Town email list but the Commission felt it was necessary to
mail as we will be working on several big projects and issues. I
encourage residents to sign up for email list to receive valuable
and timely information from the town. To sign up, please email
Terisha Cuebas, at tcuebas@highlandbeach.us.
As the number of adults vaccinated for COVID-19 continues to
increase, we must still remain mindful that the virus is still
present in the community and we need to continue to practice
personal protection measures such as frequent handwashing,
disinfecting highly touched surfaces and keep safe distances
from others and wear masks in public places.

Upcoming Events:

For the latest COVID-19 information please
https://highlandbeach.us/covid-19-information/.

May 12, 2021 – Charter Review Board
Meeting
May 13, 2021 – Planning Board Meeting
May 18, 2021 – Town Commission
Attorney/Client Executive Session and Town
Commission Meeting
May 25, 2021 – Charter Review Board
Meeting
May 31, 2021 – Town Hall Closed in
Observation of Memorial Day
June 1, 2021 – Town Commission Meeting
June 15, 2021 – Town Commission Meeting
June 22, 2021 – Town Commission Special
Budget Meeting

visit

IMPORTANT UPDATE -- FIRE DEPARTMENT
FEASIBILITY STUDY: The Town Commission took strategic
action last month after several meetings of thoughtful and
serious discussions of the findings outlined within Fire
Department Feasibility Study prepared by the Matrix
Consulting Group, Inc. The study’s findings revealed that the
Town had alternatives to continuing its fire rescue service
relationship with the City of Delray Beach and that the
alternatives were significantly lower in cost and could improve
EMS response time.
More specifically, the Fire Department Feasibility Study
outlined three fire service options for Highland Beach: (1)
Maintain the existing contractual relationship with the City of
Delray Beach contingent upon contract changes that reduce
service costs, (2) Creation of a Highland Beach municipal fire
department with a possible public safety structure or (3)
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Creation of a “Hybrid” municipal fire department with fire services provided by town staff and
privatization of EMS services. I encourage residents to read the Fire Department Feasibility Study
which is available on our website at www.highlandbeach.us.
The Commission reached out to the City of Delray Beach to renegotiate the contract to improve and
obtain more appropriate terms based on our service needs and demands; however, the Commission’s
attempts were rebuffed by the City of Delray Beach. This action compelled the Commission to move
forward with establishing our own independent municipal fire department.
On April 20, 2021, the Town Commission took a big step in the establishing the Highland Beach Fire
Rescue Department by voting unanimously to send a 36-month termination notice to the City of Delray
Beach.
With the termination notice sent, Town staff and the Commission have started working diligently on
the initial planning tasks associated with implementing the Highland Beach Fire Rescue Department.
In general, the initial tasks include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Secure a fire services advisor/consultant; and,
Draft Town ordinance legally forming the fire department; and,
Retain services of a medical director; and,
Request for qualification (RFQ) for an architect/engineering firm to design the fire station
addition/renovation; and,
Develop public education campaign; and,
Define the process and timing to obtain a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
(COPCN); and,
Establish mutual aid relationships; and,
Recruit a Fire Chief; and,
Define funding request for voters and schedule election.

On May 25, the Town Commission will be holding a special workshop to further define the
implementation process and begin to draft a formal implementation plan. Please note that the
Commission and staff has already started working on implementation and has made significant
progress on many of the outlined tasks.
In closing, I want to assure residents that the Commission and staff are taking the establishment of the
Highland Beach Fire Rescue Department very seriously. We are maintaining our focus on public safety
and the long-term financial stability of the town. All decisions will incorporate the input from our
stakeholders, guidance from fire service professionals and the in-depth research and review by the
Commission and staff. Again, I stress with the utmost sincerity that any decision will be made with
absolute concern for the safety of our residents.
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TOWN COMMISSION UPDATES
The Town Commission has been working hard over the past month on the following topics:
Purchase of replacement Hybrid police vehicle: At the July 20, 2021 Commission meeting, the
Commission approved the Police Department to purchase a replacement vehicle. The new vehicle will
be the 2nd hybrid vehicle in the Town’s fleet.
Residency requirement ordinance: At the April 6, 2021, the Town Commission directed the Town
Attorney to draft a proposed ordinance change that would ease residency requirements for advisory
board membership. Additionally, the Commission clarified the stricter residency requirement
(registered voter) would remain for quasi-judicial boards and that no more than two advisory board
members could be appointed with the lesser residency requirement. The ordinance was passed on May
4, 2021 on second and final read.
Rear Yard setback ordinance: On December 1, 2021, a resident provided public comment to the
Commission suggesting an exception be made to allow hard surfaces to extend to the seawall of
properties abutting the waterway. Currently, the Code allows “walkways, patios and other hard
surfaces for walking, gathering, sitting shall be constructed of porous/pervious based materials, no
closer than four (4) feet to the closest property line provided the height of the areas does not extend
more than four (4) inches above the finished grade” (Section 30-66 (c)(1)a). At the May 4, 2021
meeting, Ingrid Allen, Town Planner, presented the Commission with a draft ordinance to remove the
four (4) foot encroachment setback requirement for walkways, patios and other hard surfaces for
walking, gathering, and sitting that abut a waterway, canal or lake and to allow such surfaces to
encroach up to the property line abutting the water provided that the total encroachment shall not
exceed 50 percent of the side or rear yard setback area. The Commission provided comments on the
proposed ordinance at the May 4th Commission meeting and the proposed ordinance will now be
reviewed by the Planning Board at their upcoming meeting on May 12, 2021.
To view current and past meetings, please visit the Town’s YouTube page.
CHARTER REVIEW BOARD APPOINTMENTS
At the April 20, 2021 Commission Meeting, the Commission passed Resolution 2020-04, which
formally established a Charter Review Board. The Board shall review the Town Charter and provide a
recommendation to the Town Commission regarding proposed amendments to the Town Charter.
The Commission appointed the following members to the Board: Khi Thai, Eve Rosen, Ronald Reame,
and Barry Donaldson. The first meeting is scheduled for May 12, 2021 at 2:00 P.M. You may
preregister to attend the meeting in person by sending an email publiccomments@highlandbeach.us
or contacting the Town Clerk’s Office at 561-278-4548. Please note, that space is limited to adequately
allow for social distancing. The meeting will also be livestreamed on Ch.99 and the Town’s YouTube
page.
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BUILDING SAFETY MONTH
At the May 4, 2021 Commission meeting, the Town
Commission presented a proclamation the Town’s
Building Department staff recognizing May 2021 as
Building Safety Month. We thank our amazing staff in the
Building Department for their hard work and encourage
our citizens to commit to improve building safety,
resilience, and economic investment at home and in the
community, and acknowledge the essential service
provided by our building safety and fire prevention
officials in protecting our lives and property.
ANNUAL PROFESSIONAL MUNICIPAL CLERK WEEK

Town Commission pictured with (left to right)
Jason Manko, Lindsay Winters, Jeff Remas and
Carol Holland.

At the May 4, 2021 Commission meeting, the Town Commission
presented a proclamation the Town’s Clerk’s Office staff
proclaiming the week of May 2nd through May 8th, 2021, as the 52nd
Annual Professional Municipal Clerk Week. We extend
appreciation to our Town Clerk, Lanelda Gaskins and to all
Professional Municipal Clerks for the vital services they perform
and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent.

Town Commission pictured with (left to
right) Beverly Wright, Lanelda Gaskins, and
Ganelle Thompson.

DRINKING WATER WEEK – MAY 2ND THROUGH MAY 8TH

At the May 4, 2021 Commission meeting, the Town Commission
presented a proclamation the Town’s Water Department Staff
nd
proclaiming the week of May 2 through May 8th , 2021 as Drinking Water Week. Water is our most
valuable natural resource. Only tap water delivers public health protection, fire protection, support for
our economy and the quality of life we enjoy. Any measure of a
successful society – low mortality rates, economic growth and
diversity, productivity, and public safety – are in some way related
to access to safe water. We are all stewards of the water
infrastructure upon which future generations depend; and each
citizen of our town is called upon to help protect our source waters
from pollution, to practice water conservation, and to get involved
in local water issues by getting to know their water. We extend a
big thank you to our Water Department Staff for ensuring the
Town maintains award winning drinking water.
Town Commission pictured with (left to right)
David Richards, Pat Roman and Dave Ailstock.
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MESSAGE FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
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BUCKET TREES

In an effort to facilitate beach cleaning efforts, the Town Commission, upon recommendation by the
Natural Resources Preservation Advisory Board, approved an initial four (or less) beach bucket trees to
be placed near existing beach trash receptacles (subject to HOA approval). Each beach bucket tree holds
several plastic buckets for placing beach refuse. Each bucket includes a decal of the Town Commissionapproved “Take Pride in Your Beach” logo along with a pictogram decal which provides instructions for
beach cleaning (see above). Both decals are made of weather resistant materials.
TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR BEACH
INITIATIVE
*******************
AN EFFORT TO ENCOURAGE ALL OF
OUR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS TO
HELP US PROTECT THE BEACH BY
PARTICIPATING IN THE
COLLECTION OF PLASTIC WASTE
OR REFUSE
AS THEY ENJOY OUR BEACH.

AFTER ALL, A CLEAN BEACH IS A
HEALTHY BEACH FOR ALL OF US
TO ENJOY NOW AND FOREVER!

Natural Resources Preservation Advisory Board

For more information, contact Ingrid Allen, Town Planner, at 561-278-4540.
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PUBLIC NOTICE: FP&L POLE HARDENING PROJECT
Florida Power & Light (FP&L) and Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) have commenced a
pole hardening project beginning at Linton Blvd. continuing south to 2901 South Ocean Blvd.
Hardening means that FP&L is installing new power poles that will be able to withstand major
hurricane-force winds. In addition to being more storm resilient, hardened power lines perform 40
percent better in day-to-day operations than those power lines that are not hardened, which means
fewer outages experienced by customers.
During the duration of the project there will be disruptions to traffic on SR A1A.
Please expect delays when leaving Town, going north.
UPDATE FROM COMMISSIONER GOSSETT-SEIDMAN ON FLORIDA LEGISLATIVE SESSION
On April 30th, the 2021 Florida legislative session came to an
end, with a traditional hanky-dropping ceremony on the
fourth-floor rotunda of the Florida Capitol. Lawmakers
approved several bills which may affect Highland Beach
during this year’s session in Tallahassee. Our State Senator
Tina Polsky (D-89) and State Rep. Mike Caruso (D-89) spent
long hours representing our Town and surrounding
communities on a number of issues. Myself along with our
state representatives are investigating what grants may be
available to Highland Beach.
The Florida League of Cities (FLC) interacts with the Legislature to represent cities throughout the
state, including Highland Beach. FLC Lobbyist, Casey Cook, called this “the most challenging session
due to restrictions of covid, not having full access to the Capitol, and 700 bills tracking through the
session in two months.”
Here are some additional take-aways from the legislative session:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$500 million budgeted for sea-level rise resiliency;
$500 million budgeted for related environmental issues;
Sales Tax Fairness Bill passed, which taxes goods and products delivered to Florida residents
from out-of-state. This promotes local businesses, will bring millions of dollars in tax revenue to
the state, and brings us in line with 49 other states on the issue;
the Town will continue to oversee Vacation Rentals in order to ensure that safety and code
regulations are enforced. This means your neighboring residence cannot be rented short-term
to anyone to do as they please without common-sense and code controls;
Building Design will continue to be overseen by the Town through its boards rather than the
state assuming control;
The state enacted strict measures limiting frivolous lawsuits against businesses accused of
potentially exposing persons to covid. This will effectively prevent class-action and scurrilous
lawsuits, and;
Lastly, the state extended deadlines for cities to cease dumping wastewater and runoff into
waterways and the ocean, from 5 to 10 years. Currently, Delray-Boynton Beach wastewater and
Miami-Dade utilize outfall pipes, projecting some treated wastewater into the Atlantic Ocean.
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ST. LUCY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN (CCW)
On Tuesday, April 20, 2021, St. Lucy’s Catholic
Church Council of Catholic Women (CCW) held
their Annual Installation Luncheon at Benvenuto’s
Restaurant in Boynton Beach, with 60 members
attending (and social distancing available.) The
CCW tends to needy and underserved populations
bi-monthly throughout the region, including
deliveries of food, clothing and essential personal
items donated to farm workers in the Glades area
and to many local charities.
The Woman of the Year Award was presented to
Alice Marie Dill for her exceptional work towards
the Glades residents. Funds raised for all CCW
charities were distributed the week following
the Luncheon.

Photo IDs from left: Vice President Susan Hiles, Secretary

Eleanor Hoffmann, Treasurer Pat Piller, and co-Presidents
Mary Lou Goldberg and Anne Dunn.

HIGHLAND BEACH SALUTES OUR VETERANS – WRITTEN BY COMMISSIONER SHOEMAKER
Seagate’s Tin Can Sailor
In a continuing effort to bring recognition to Veterans residing in the Town of Highland Beach, Florida,
in this month’s article, we bring you a very special story about Ben Bishkoff who resides in,
appropriately enough, the Seagate Condominium. A condominium where he and his wife has lived for
10 years.
Years ago, Mr. Bishkoff lived near the Jersey Shore and in 1965, he joined the US Navy. He loved the
ocean and believed it would be a “safe harbor” from Army duty, during
the Vietnam War. Mr. Bishkoff’s basic training was in San Diego and he
elected to deploy to the Pacific area – initially stationed at Pearl Harbor
in Hawaii, he was assigned to the USS Renshaw DD-499, a destroyer
with a 300 members’ crew. His expertise was in electronics, he operated
an Underwater Fire Control System (for anti-submarine warfare), and
was lead Sonarman. Thereafter, he joined the Carrier Strike Forces in the
Pacific Ocean from Hawaii to Guam, Wake Island, the Philippines, and
off the coast of South Vietnam. During the war, Mr. Bishkoff’s primary
missions included aircraft or “plane guard” to follow up on any potential
aircraft mishaps in the approach/take-off from the carriers.
Off the coast of Vietnam, members would conduct gunfire support
missions against enemy positions near the coast. The destroyer had fiveinch guns that had a range of over 10 miles with 50 lbs. projectiles. The
ships were lightweight and could travel as fast as 28 knots per hour. Mr. Bishkoff would spend six
months at a time on cruises. He spent three cruises in the South Pacific alone. Some of the cruises would
include rough seas where the entire ship bow would submerge into the waves or was lifted right out of
the water, as it crashed over 60 foot plus waves. He also served on the USS Courtney DE-1021, the USS
Cromwell DE-1014, and the USS Fiske DE-842 destroyers.
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While on the USS Renshaw DD-499, Mr. Bishkoff earned the confidence of the Captain and trained to
become “Officer of the Deck” on the regular watch bill. Even though he was enlisted, he was awarded a
Navy Achievement medal. On his many cruises, he experienced many ceremonies: Crossing the Arctic
Circle qualifies for the “Order of the Blue Nose,” Crossing the International Dateline for the “Domain
of the Golden Dragon” and others.

USS Renshaw DD-499

After six years of active US Navy duty, Mr. Bishkoff spent an additional 10 years in the US Navy Reserve.
Upon entering into partnership with an insurance agency business, his civilian life grew busy and he
has spent nearly 50 years growing it. Mr. Bishkoff is a 31 year devoted husband to Norma, who is a
former Administrator for the Plainsboro New Jersey Police Department.

USS Courtney DE- 1021

USS Cromwell DE-1014

USS Fiske DE842

USS Fiske DE842
3614 South Ocean Boulevard, Highland Beach, FL 33487
Phone: (561) 278-4548
Website: www.highlandbeach.us

In seeking his ultimate safe harbor, Mr. Bishkoff and Norma found it in the Town of Highland Beach
and describes living in the town as peaceful, quiet and safe. Mr. Bishkoff enjoys people, his friends at
Seagate, and marvels at the wealth of knowledge in this small oasis. For several years, he has served as
Treasurer on the Board of Directors at Seagate Condominium and looks forward to continuing his
contributions to the community.
Mr. Bishkoff clearly loves the Atlantic Ocean and the Intracoastal Waterway, as he has great views of
both from his “Captains Chair”.
Mr. Bishkoff, thank you for a job well done!
STAY INFORMED
In order to stay up to date on Town business, updates and what may be happening in the Town, please
provide your email address to Terisha Cuebas at tcuebas@highlandbeach.us. If you are unable to send
an email, please do not hesitate to come to Town Hall to provide your email or call (561) 278-4548. (It
is important to note that all records of the Town are public including the emails list.)
LIBRARY UPDATE
As our seasonal patrons begin to head home, don’t forget that you can still enjoy the library while you
are away. Ebooks, audiobooks, and digital magazines are available to check out, and you can visit the
Highland Beach Library playlist on the Town’s YouTube channel to view our latest virtual programs.
We’ve recently added two new shows: a classical viola concert from David Pedraza and a concert of
popular hits performed by Highland Beach resident Tony Abbott.
If you are staying in town, call us at 561-278-5455 to schedule a 30-minute appointment to come in to
browse, or to request a take-home craft kit for kids or adults. To pick up items you’ve reserved online
or by phone, just knock on the door any time between 10:00 am – 4:30 pm Monday through Friday or
9:00 am – 1:00 pm on Saturdays.

Pop-up tulip garden craft for kids

WASTE MANAGEMENT UPDATE – CONDOMINIUMS
Saturday, May 8th is the last Saturday of the season for Saturday trash pick-up for condominiums.
Pick up days will continue on Mondays and Thursdays.
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OPERATIONS AND PROJECTS
Earlier in the month, a few of the Town’s generous residents secured a snow cone truck for Town staff,
to show their appreciation. Over this past year, Town staff have made sure to provide residents with
outstanding service, despite these trying times and it is always great when their hard work is recognized.
“Code Tip of the Month” – Bulk Trash
The Town of Highland Beach contracts Waste Management to pick up bulk trash every Monday for the
residents of the community. Bulk trash pickup is intended to allow residents to dispose of household
such as appliances, furniture, mattresses and other large items that are too large for regular garbage
bin pickup. The amount of bulk trash placed out for pickup should be limited to approximately 4 cubic
yards (size of a small car) and any individual item should be no more than 8 feet in length by 4 feet in
width.
Bulk trash pickup is not intended for disposal of hazardous materials (oil, paint, etc.) or any type of
construction debris. Additionally, it is not intended to be used by “for hire” landscapers to dispose of
tree and lawn clippings. Landscapers are required by town ordinance (Section 24-8) to remove all
trash, fronds or other landscaping debris the same day and must be taken to a private or public dumping
ground beyond the limits of the town.
Bulk trash, as well as regular trash bins, may not be placed out before noon on the day preceding the
morning pickup per town ordinance Section 24-3b and bins must be brought back in by 8:00 PM on
the day of pickup. When bulk trash is placed earlier than prescribed, it increases the likelihood of debris
being scattered about the roads and adjacent properties during wind or rain events.
If you have questions regarding what is permitted for bulk trash pickup or need other options for
disposing of items that are prohibited, please contact the Code Compliance Department at 561-6372035 and we can provide you with the help and information you need.
BUILDING/PLANNING DEPARTMENT UPDATES
The Town of Highland Beach Building Department (April 2021):
• Issued 232 permits; and,
• Conducted 321 inspections.
Properties Under Construction
•
4205 Intracoastal Drive – New single-family construction, dock, seawall, boat lift
•
2352 South Ocean Blvd – New single-family construction, pool, deck, dock and seawall
•
4513 South Ocean Blvd – New construction, two units
•
4403 Intracoastal Drive – New single-family construction
•
4410 Tranquility Drive – New single-family construction, dock, seawall cap, two seawall
returns
•
4005 South Ocean Blvd – New single-family construction
•
2475 South Ocean Blvd – New Single-family construction
•
4200 South Ocean Blvd – Reconstruct 4 units to 3 units
•
4318 South Ocean Blvd – Boat lift
Properties Soon to be Constructed
•
1100 B Highland Beach Drive – New seawall, seawall cap and concrete dock
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•
•

4206 Intracoastal Drive –New single-family construction
3833 South Ocean Blvd – Boat Lifts (2) and mooring pile clusters (2)

If you have any questions, concerns or issues, you may contact Terisha Cuebas,
Assistant to Town Manager to schedule an appointment with Town Manager Labadie.
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TOWN OF HIGHLAND BEACH COMMISSION
Mayor Douglas Hillman
Email: dhillman@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 702-3389

Vice Mayor Natasha Moore
Email: nmoore@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 702-2650

Commissioner Peggy Gossett-Seidman
Email: pseidman@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 702-8599

Commissioner Evalyn David
Email: edavid@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 414-6109

Commissioner John Shoemaker
Email: jshoemaker@highlandbeach.us
Cell: (561) 859-2686
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